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HELFE)E Stroll along Wanchai's iconic historic buildings and Experience the everyday life of residents
Neighbourhood vibrancy - a bustling place filled living heritage in the narrow row of paidongs

with happy memories
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0ld Wanchai Market

7 Mallory Street
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Ho Wah Restaurant
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0ld Wanchai Post Office

226 Johnston Rd 221 Queen's Rd East
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Blue House Clusters
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Wing Cheong Loong Metal Company

G/F,-2-4 Burrows St 72-74A Stone Nullah Lane
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Se Wong Sun

G/F, Fortune Mansion, Cross St
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Kam Bor Printing

DLNo.2, Tai Yuen St
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Cross Street Outdoor Market

DLNo.2, Tai Yuen St
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Chat Kee Bicycle Co. Pak Tai Temple

G/F, 185 Wan Chai Rd Lung On St

Lee Tung Street ' Star Street '

A ARG . B ' 8% More
B RRRNFHEL Y BHRET FR/NEREERREBRRNULR T s
HEXENREY Exciting cultural collaborations infuse a new i @ REFHREN

Traditional eateries and hipster cafes side by side - creative energy into old-school business
Wanchai is where old meets new
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5 Moon St
G/F, 14 Tai Wong St East

@ $AsEHE @ RESEHIE

EREIEMT
Sun Kau Kee Noodle Shop

2EAMEI068HT
Happy Cake Shop

G/F, 9 Tai Wong St East
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AEERH628E KEET 2%
The Pawn Tak Yu Restaurant

G/F, 106 Queen’s Rd East

62 Johnston Rd
2 Kwong Ming St
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My shop locates on a small street of Wanchai
where | embrace its ambience, also its proximi-
ty to the everyday community lives

Gregoire Michaud, Bakehouse ®x
Gregoire Michaud, Bakehouse Owner
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SEAHE129-1318
Hung Shing Temple

129-131 Queen's Rd East

@ i 3

Southorn Playground
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Wan Chai Park

Bullock Lane
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Masjid Ammar and Osman Ramju

Sadick Islamic Centre
40 0i Kwan Rd
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Wanchai is unique and classic with rich heritage.
| believe heritage inheritance should respond to
local flavor
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Mr. Ho, Owner of Ho Wah Restaurant

Wanchai is a fast changing‘neignbourhood, download the iDiscover app to get updates!
WFEFALE A F#iDiscover AR A LUERR &M
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Feel the irreplaceable kaifong intimacy
at the Wanchai rooted family-run shops
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Spring Garden Lane
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Kam Fung Restaurant

G/F, Spring Garden Mansion,
41 Spring Garden Lane

»
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¥R IH365-3674
Foo Tak Building

365-367 Hennessy Rd
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WEE 8

Hong Kong Convention
and Exhibition Centre

1 Expo Drive
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When | visited Wanchai in my childhood, | was particularly
impressed by the orderly-aligned tong lau clusters at
Mallory Street and Heard Street

BRE EEEREYEXN
Mr. Cheng Po Hung,
renowned local history writer
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TMALLORY STREET:
WHERE CULTUREMEETS COMMUNITY
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Explore more authentic Hong Kong
neighbourhoods with iDiscover!
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Mallory Street Level

Urban Changes

Mallory Street was once near the coastline, filled with warehouses,
ship, timber yards and small stores selling dried seafood. Soon the
praya was reclaimed and the industrial activities made way for Tong
Laus like the Mallory Street cluster, classic four-storey Cantonese-style
buildings built in the 1910s. The bottom of the Tong Lau cluster was an
array of Pai Dongs selling daily items and food. Many pre-war Tong
Laus were demolished in the 1980s, 7 Mallory Street is among the few
rare reminders of the neighborly streetscape.
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Wan Chai is a layered place of stories.

SINCE Concept Store

Wan Chai has always been a place where old meets new, and
still is today. With emergence of new shops and buildings, the
vibrant streets of the past still serve as strong community focal
points. The intimacy of the neighborhood is like an invisible
thread, connecting Wan Chai community and witness the
changes of its living heritage.

Mallory Street Level
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The stairs and floor were made of wood. Dust fall off when people

walked past. There were no toilets, we used night soil services.

J& 5t 4z David Chow/ ... 7k B & 11.4:Wing Cheong Loong Metal Company

Tong Lau

Tong Laus are tenement buildings in characteristic “shophouse”
style, where the street level is dedicated to commerce and the
upper floors to living. The ground-level shop activities flowing
over onto bustling streets and balconies from the upper floor
provide welcoming shelters from rain and sun. Tong Laus are an
important part of Hong Kong's historic urban landscape and the
epitome of the city's street culture.

District Level

ARV

District Level
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Wan Chai Street Markets o/ VAR MEHBRIR T N\ & 18 R B8

‘Wan Chai was a cradle for street markets. Pai Dongs were
prevalent on the streets back in the 1970s-1980s selling basic
necessities, watches, plants and toys. Affordable selections of
local produce, dried food, imported goods gave a vast variety of
choices. Today, Tai Yuen Street (Toy Street) and Spring Garden
Lane still show the unique street vibrancy of the days.

SRR EFER N H SR > 2458
AT A] 4R 2A [ VRS O D8 > BBLHAN G # -

I visited Tai Yuen Street in my childhood for toy hunt. Even now it is a
great place to find animes, old toys and vintage products.

[k Zz-F-Ms. Chan /... §ijjE4+ J& BiFormer Wan Chai resident

Mallory Street Level

7 Mallory Street

g

B

10 pre-World War II tenement
houses built in the 1910s, which the
original architecture blended
Western and Chinese elements. 7
Mallory Street is now a Grade II
historical building with preserved
tiled pitched roof, wooden beams,
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balconies, etc.
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Working people from Central would travel to Wan Chai for
lunch due to better price offerings.

B HE Tse Kai Ying /... 5 [ Kifi##Lung Moon Restaurant]

Food Heaven in Wan Chai

A popular entertainment district, people would come from far to
Wan Chai's famous eateries in the past, including the Lung Moon
Restaurant for the famous chicken dish, Ying King for grand
banquets and Tai Sam Yuen for its Guangdong style barbecued
pork buns.
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7 Mallory Street: where culture meets community
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Understanding the past
* Trace of history + Golden Heydays
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/. 1900 - 1950

East Praya Reclamation as a Game Changer

Wan Chai became crowded. The 1930 major East Praya recla-
mation created over 70 square kilometres of new land with
more than 1,000 tong laus. Many Chinese moved from Central
& Western District and Wan Chai became a residential Chinese
district.
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/. ¥ 47111 New Wanchai Market
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[View of Spring Garden in 1846 with Morrison
Hill in the background]
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Landmarks

1840-1860
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Morrison Anglo Chinese School-current Tang Shiu Kin Hospital (just for 6 years).
/LR B LY o B R B - AR BRI R B - AR R AR
Seamen & Military Hospital on Morrison Hill

/R

First Wanchai Market

Ha Wan Multicultural Trading Hub

At Hong Kong’s first Land Auction 14 June 1841, 33 lots were
sold including Spring Garden, which became an affluent
trading spot by the waterfront, surrounded by warehouses,

godowns and shipyards. 10
/. 1950 - 1980
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1950-1980

/. BE#EAE Mallory Street

/. XJEH Tai Yuen Street

/. % E 5 Spring Garden Lane

/. #4135 Wanchai Road

HEF AR, BT, RIS Theee Dragons
77 1Bk [5: Oriental Theatre

[# %5k [t Cathay Theatre

THEBE5E Imperial Cinema

Wan Chai Heydays Entertainment Hotspot

Wan Chai got the reputation as R&R destination for soldiers
and sailors, but in the post-war years it had more to offer:
cinemas, bars, mah-jong parlours, dai pai dongs, lots of
restaurants and a night market at Southorn Playground. A fun
destination for many Hongkongers.

14

/. 1860 - 1900

District 7 Immigrant City

Hong Kong saw a huge influx of
immigrants after the Tai Ping rebellion,

some settling in the Spring Garden area.
The two neighbourhood shrines were
expanded into temples and Wan Chai

HEHRE B

became a busy trading district with

- BRERERSEIREE

- TR - FH - SHE - B8R

workshops, bakeries, brothels and a

mixed international community.
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Landmarks

1860-1900

/. PR} AbAE i Hung Shing Temple & Pak Tai Temple
/. H41-85 v 28] Sikh temple

/. B WA ] Bowrington Canal

/. FERtiHER 77 75 4% E B St Francis Canossian College

/. R EERE (BE) Chinese hospital (Blue House)

/. A1) 8% 75 it Power station on Star Street

(V-89 5 3R
[Wan Chai Sikh temple]

(18904 A 71457
[Wan Chai waterfront in 1890] 11 12

/. 1980 - 2020 %

‘Wan Chai Business District

- B

SFEERESE - SHEIIEANE -

Urban renewal began. Another reclamation
and the arrival of the MTR turned Wan Chai
into a popular business destination with

B

bigger footprint office blocks forming an
impressive skyline.
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[Johnston Road in the 1970s] Mr. Cheng Po Hung
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Explore the historical narratives of

Wan Chai. Check out our Facebook

live with Mr Cheng Po Hung! 15
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Discovering the roots of Wan Chai
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Tak Yu has been around so long, it was a pity to see if this legend was gone

#5542 Mr Wong /.. fiHjLocal resident

Se Wong Sun

Mr Sun usually sits right outside his 30-odd-year-old diner
to greet passers-by. All products in this shop have many

medicinal benefits: on offer are snake citrus ginger-soaked
cough syrup for a sore throat, turtle soup for skin allergies.

Tak Yu Restaurant

Opened in 1954 as a pai dong, Tak Yu offers a wide
range of classic cha chaan teng dishes. Former owner
once threw towel in 2020 but a local resident jumped in
to take over the business. Tak Yu continues to write its
stories!
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Local Living and Community Culture
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Built on land reclaimed in 1920s, Southorn Playground was
named after then Colonial Secretary of Hong Kong Thomas
Southorn. After war, the Playground turned into a bustling
night market, known as Tai Tat Dei. Now there are football

and basketball courts and a children’s playground which
form a vital recreational space in Wan Chai.

Old Wan Chai Post Office

Built in 1913, the Old Wan Chai Post Office served the
neighbourhood for 77 years. It is now operated by the
Environmental Protection Department as the Wan Chai

Environmental Resource Centre, keeping many architectural

features intact, and was declared a monument in 1990.
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Ho Wah Restaurant
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Ho Wah opened in 1952 as a mobile cart on Mallory Street. For three
decades, Ho Wah sold authentic Hong Kong-style milk tea and coffee,
served with simple snacks. In 1980s they moved into a permanent store

and later expanded to 7 Mallory Street.

Bakehouse

Follow the lingering smell of buttery sweetness, and
you’ll hit Bakehouse, the acclaimed bakery-slash-café
found by Grégoire Michaud, Swiss-born passionate
baker and former executive pastry chef. Now marching
into its 3rd year, Bakehouse tops many foodies’
wish-lists and has become a new neighbourhood icon.

Local Living and Community Culture
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Oi Kwan Barbers

Hidden in a small alley is the tiny Oi Kwan Barbers. Operated
by the Lau family at this exact spot for over 50 years, Oi Kwan
is a typical old fashioned Cantonese street barber shop with
original chairs, mirrors and scissors.

Chat Kee Bicycle Co.

This no-nonsense bicycle shop, at the corner of Wan Chai
Road, has been a neighbourhood icon for generations.
Chat Kee is popular as it used to be and its facade is like in
the old days with its iconic red word design.
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Craftsmanship / Traditional Arts Culture
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The demographics of Wan Chai have been reshuffled - many old people moved out,
and new residents moved in.

95 Mr Wong /.. fi53jLocal resident

Kam Bor Printing

The second-generation owner Mr Lun witnessed changes
of Wan Chai in all these years. Now a rubber stamp master
himself, he realises this is a sunset craft.

Wing Cheong Loong Metal Company

Rooted in Burrows Street since 1943, its owner Mr
Chow has witnessed the neighbourhood changes. One
of the entrances of 7 Mallory Street hangs "Wing Chong
Loong Metal", symbolizing its previous location. Find it
if you are interested!
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Local Living and Community Culture
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Cross Street Outdoor Market

Cross Street is one of the places where unique Hong
Kong market culture is to be found. An ever-popular
shopping destination with an attractive and affordable
selection of local produce, dried goods and exotic fare
reflects its multicultural roots. Squeeze yourself into
these narrow streets and experience this unique Hong
Kong street scene!

Villain Hitting

Canal Road is located in a shadowed area of a flyover
that it is perceived as a place full of yin qi. A popular
site for villain hitting. Every Jing Zhe many people visit
the place which is full of loud hitting sounds.

IRERAETER ¢ SEE AL AR AR R

7 Mallory Street: where culture meets community

Understanding the present

* Wan Chai Network « Street Culture
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Neighbourhood vibrancy - a bustling place filled with happy memories

Signature Streets
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The inner streets feel like a place of their own, a huge contrast to the busy
Johnston Road and Wan Chai Road.

HRET e Cheng Po Hung /... JfE ¥ B 52 Local Historian

An Old Shipyard

Mallory Street used to be near the coastline, filled with warehouses,
ship, timber yards. The praya then was reclaimed and the industrial
activities made way for Tong Laus. In the 60s and 70s Mallory Street
precinct was very popular among local kaifong with restaurants, dai pai
dongs, mah-jong parlours, theatres and lively street markets. Many
Tong Laus were demolished in the 1980s, but 7 Mallory Street is a rare
remainder and underwent preservation afterwards. 13

Signature Streets
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Experience the everyday life of residents in the narrow row of paidongs
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Childhood Memories

Welcome to Wan Chai’s oldest market street. Walking down Tai Yuen
Street, immerse yourself in the colourful variety of market goods,

anything from clothes and shoes to medicine and plants and naturally ...

toys.

A Trip Down Memory Lane

In the 50s to 70s this was Hong Kong’s prime toys wholesale market,
packed with plastic dolls, games and Christmas decorations ready to be
shipped around the world. In those days, Hong Kong was famous for its
high-quality manufacturing and Tai Yuen Street was the place to go: a
fairy wonderland for every Hong Kong child... until the 1980s when
most factories moved to Mainland China. Today you can still find
traces of the past in the few surviving toy stores.
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Feel the irreplaceable kaifong intimacy in the Wan Chai rooted family-run shops

Signature Streets
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Spring Garden Lane

This lane is not named after a garden but the impressive villa of opium
merchant John Dent. He snapped up the plot at Hong Kong’s first land
auction in 1841. Spring Garden was a respectable residential area with
tycoon villas. Even Sir George Bonham, the third governor of Hong
Kong, had his house here.

Melting Pot

Later Wan Chai became the place to go shopping and get things made:
goldsmiths, traders, merchants, pawnbrokers, street markets, hawker
stalls, taverns, bakeries, tailors and curio shops. A multicultural melting
pot, the foreigners left their footprint. Spring Garden Lane with its
many bars and brothels was known as “Little Tokyo”.

14
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Stone Nullah Lane

LI - R R B WA R R

Stroll along Wan Chai's iconic historic buildings and living heritage
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Unique architectural layers in one street: classic colonial post office, hybrid
blue and yellow shop houses and a Bauhaus style market building.

Natalie /... #ifff &2 E24: Arts master student

What’s in a Name?

Until 1959 there was a small river that ran down the middle of this
street from the Kennedy Road mountain into the Victoria harbour
(where Queen's Road East is now). A stone wall was built to prevent
flooding in the rainy season: a Stone Nullah.

Layered History

The Pak Tai Temple is among Hong Kong’s oldest original structures,
the post office and the Blue House are reminders of early Wan Chai,
the days when the tramline was built and this was an upcoming
residential neighbourhood. The Wan Chai market signals the big 11
1930s reclamation and arrival of modern architecture.
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Exciting cultural collaborations infuse a new creative
energy into old-school business
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Sun, Moon and Stars

In 1889 Hong Kong Electric built the island’s first power plant on the
junction of Star Street and Electric Street. The energy output was
barely enough to provide power for 50 light bulbs, but it was a
landmark moment, illuminating the first few streets of Hong Kong
Island at night. The streets around the power plant were named
according to the Chinese classic verse of ‘Three luminaries — the sun,
the moon and the stars’.

Star Street Precinct

Now home to plenty of hip and unique shops, cafés, galleries, restau-
rants and private kitchens. Injecting creative energy in the community
and triggering innovative collaborations with old businesses. Wander
around and you'll be bound to stumble upon something you like. Get
lost in the maze of backstreet alleys and urban terraces. 15
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ILee Tung Street / Tai Wong Street East}
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Traditional eateries and hipster cafes side by side
- Wan Chai is where old meets new
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Wedding Card Street

For a century, Lee Tung Street was the place for all soon-to-be married
couples. Lined with printing companies, this was undeniably the best
place to have your wedding invitations printed.

Old Meets New

A wave of new shops has opened on Lee Tung Street and nearby Tai
Wong Street East: hipster cafes, fusion eateries and Western bakeries
attract a young generation from all over the city. They mix effortlessly
with the old kaifong who are still enjoying their authentic fare at
original mum-and-pop shops. 12

Wan Chai: Explore to Discover
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Find interesting places and streets in this neighbourhood
via the Wan Chai Street Culture Map. Discover the
unique culture of Wan Chai through the everyday life
experiences.
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